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vice, games will be of-
fered in the Fireside 
Room. We received a 
wonderful response from 
the community last year, 
so the Youth will be of-
fering more eggs at our 
Egg Hunt.  

Games and the Egg 
Hunt will begin at 
8:45 

 Please invite your friends 
and families to join us for 
a morning of fun and 
Easter worship at Em-
manuel! 

It has been exciting to see our 
MCCI teams form and get 
working at Emmanuel.  Our 
teams have been meeting with 
some gifted coaches and receiv-
ing resources and ideas to in-
spire us for what God is ready 
to do next! 

 

One of our MCCI prescrip-
tions was to deepen the role 
and impact of prayer for 
new possibilities and spiritu-
al growth as a congregation 
in our church. Each member 
of the church will be provid-
ed a copy of the study book 
“Dynamite Breakthrough 
Prayer” as we pray together 
for 28 days.  These will be 
available on Easter Sunday at 
the in-person worship ser-
vices. Our Breakthrough 
Prayer team will be deliver-
ing these to those that wor-
ship online. 

 

 

Several study opportunities will be 
offered along the way for us to 
check-in this journey.  At Emman-
uel, in-person opportunities will 
be offered on Sunday before wor-
ship at 8:45 and Wednesday night 
following the meal at 6:15.  St. 
James will offer an in-person 
study time at 2:00 on Wednesday 
afternoons, during its usual Bible 
Study. An online opportunity will 
also be offered on Tuesday nights 
at 7pm. 

 

I am excited for this season and 
what God might do as our church 
opens ourselves during this season 
of prayer to new possibilities and 
the movement of the spirit! 

 
 

Blessings,  

 

Pastor Ben 

 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday is April 
9th! Our celebration 
of the Risen Christ 
will begin with a Son-
Rise service at 7:00 
a.m. led by the Youth 
Group.  A pancake 
breakfast will be 
served immediately 

following the SonRise 
service. 

We will not have our 
regular education/
Sunday School hour on 
Easter Sunday. During 
this time prior to the 
10:00am worship ser-

EASTER IS APRIL 9TH ! 
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HOLY WEEK AT EMMANUEL 

ELECTION BAKE SALE APRIL 4TH !  

Please mark your calendar for Emmanuel’s next Bake Sale fundraiser on Tuesday, April 4, held during 
the Spring Election! Bakers and workers are needed! 
  
Proceeds 

• All proceeds continue to benefit our mission ministries work in Senegal 

  
What to Bake 

• We’d love your help in baking anything you’d like 

  
Packaging 

1. All items in saran wrap or baggies  

2. Pricing will be done for you; please do not mark any items 

  
Bakery Drop Off – Main Hallway Tables 

• Sunday, April 2 (8:30 - 11 a.m.) 

or 

• Monday, April 3 (8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.) 

  
Questions?  

• Call Tracy Laux @ (920) 733-0649 and leave a message 

or 
E-mail:  tracy.laux@amcor.com 
  
Thank you for your support! 

Emmanuel  and St. James will offer 
worship services for Holy Week and 
Easter.  We will also host a partici-
pate in an Ecumenical Good Friday 
Service with neighboring churches. 

Palm Sunday 
Sunday, April 2nd 

10 a.m. 
 

Maundy Thursday 
(at St. James UMC) 
Thursday, April 6th 

7 p.m. 
 

Ecumenical Good Friday 

Friday, April 7th 
Noon 

Emmanuel  
 

Easter at Emmanuel 
Easter SonRise Worship 

Sunday, April 9th 
7:00 a.m.  

Pancake breakfast  following 
SonRise Service. 

 
 

 
Games & Egg Hunt 8:45 

 
Easter Worship 
Sunday, April 16th 

10 a.m. 

mailto:tracy.laux@amcor.com
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The following is an update from 
our Conference Enews on from 
the week of March 29th. Em-
manuel is not making any over-
tures to disaffiliate at this time. 
For questions, please refer to 
Pastor Ben’s note in the news-
letter last month or connect with 
Pastor by phone or email. 
 
 
We wanted to provide you an up-
date on the number of churches 
that are currently in the Disaffilia-
tion process in our Wisconsin Con-
ference and the next steps in the 
process. 
 
The 2019 Special General Confer-
ence established a limited window 
of opportunity, expiring December 
31, 2023, for local churches to 
depart The United Methodist 

 

 

“Stewardship of Creation” 

April 2023 
Often, when the word “stewardship” is uttered in the church, we think of money, giving, and budgets. With the celebration of Earth Day, April is one of many occasions when 
we can remind ourselves that Christian stewardship is broader than just money. Here are just a few teachings on creation that have been passed on through the ages.  

“The initial step for a soul to come to knowledge of God is contemplation of nature.” – Irenaeus (120-202) 

 “Nature is schoolmistress, the soul the pupil; and whatever one has taught or the other has learned has come from God – the Teacher of the teacher.” – Tertullian (160-230)  

“Christ wears ‘two shoes’ in the world: Scripture and nature. Both are necessary to understand the Lord, and at no stage can creation be seen as a separation of things from 
God.” – John Scotus Eriugena (810-877) 

 “If I spend enough time with the tiniest of creature – even a caterpillar – I would never have to prepare a sermon. So full of God is every creature.” – Meister Eckhart (1260-
1327) 

 “God writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and in the flowers and clouds and stars.” – Martin Luther (1483-1546)  

“Let everyone regard himself as the steward of God in all things which he possesses. Then he will neither conduct himself dissolutely, nor corrupt by abuse those things which 
God requires to be preserved.” – John Calvin (1509-1564) 

 “I believe in my heart that faith in Jesus Christ can and will lead us beyond an exclusive concern for the well-being of other human beings to the broader concern for the well-
being of the birds in our backyards, the fish in our rivers, and every living creature on the face of the earth.” – John Wesley (1701- 1791) 

 “The harvested fields bathed in the autumn mists speak of God and his goodness far more vividly than any human lips.” – Albert Schweitzer (1875- 1965)  

“To drive to extinction something He has created is wrong. He has a purpose for everything . . . We Christians have a responsibility to take the lead in caring for the earth.” – 
Billy Graham (1918-2018)  

“God intends…our care of creation to reflect our love for the Creator.” – John R.W. Stott (1921-2011)  

“The first law of our being is that we are set in a delicate network of interdependence with our fellow human beings and with the rest of God’s creation.” – Desmond Tutu 
(1931-2021)  

“We cannot be all that God wants us to be without caring about the earth.” – Rick Warren (1954 -)  

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Moment from Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

Church “over issues related to 
human sexuality.” Forty-four 
local congregations in the Wis-
consin Annual Conference con-
tinue in the process following a 
required period of discernment 
and Church Conference vote, 
where the professing members 
present supported the disaffilia-
tion motion by at least a 2/3 
majority. Varying in size, the 
congregations are in four of the 
five districts, with no disaffilia-
tion requests from the Northwest 
District. Approximately half are 
congregations reporting 55 or 
fewer members. These 44 local 
churches remain from the 75 who 
had initially expressed interest in 
learning more about what disaf-
filiation might mean.  
 

An update on Disaffiliation from the Wisconsin Confernce 

A 17-step process is being followed in Wiscon-
sin. The next step, step 13, in the process is for 
the requests to be reviewed and acted on by the 
Conference Trustees before April 15 and by the 
Cabinet by May 1. Each church will be sent 
their calculated payment amount on May 1 and 
must fulfill their financial obligation by May 26. 
After funds are received and all obligations have 
been met, the churches will be voted upon at 
the Annual Conference. 

 
The detailed process approved at the 2022 An-
nual Conference session is available at  Approved 
2022 Action Item wc111  Addition-
al Disaffiliation Information remains available 
on the Wisconsin Conference web site.  Should 
a local church not fulfill all the prerequisites by 
their disaffiliation date, no later than December 
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2023 Ingathering Updates 
New Items Needed & Updated Drop Off Sites List 

The conference Mission Motivation Committee is working with Midwest Mission Distribution Center to collect items for Personal 
Dignity Kits and Home Care Kits. Midwest Mission distributes these items locally, nationally and internationally to those in need 
during times of crisis. All supplies are given free of charge regardless of gender, race or religion.  Although we are focusing on these 
two kits, we appreciate any items found at midwestmission.org.  All items should be NEW – and all kits should have only the items 
requested.  
 
Urgent needs include the following: 

• Shampoo (in bulk), 12-19 oz.  

• 100-150 oz. EMPTY liquid laundry detergent containers. We can use containers of any size up to 150 oz. (we are collecting full 
or empty liquid laundry detergent containers)  

• Sewing machines, electric and treadles (they don't have to be new; we accept sewing machines that need a little tuning up; we cannot 
accept the computerized ones.  

• Medical equipment -folding walkers, wheelchairs, crutches, canes, walking boots, slings  

• Blankets- new or gently used for disaster response   

• Non electric tools specifically shovels, brooms, rakes 
Kits and items that make up those kits, should be brought to Annual Conference at the KICenter in Green Bay. The Midwest 
Mission truck will be there for collection on June 9th & 10th. To process donations efficiently and get them where needed quickly, 
we ask for a list of the items donated. You can help the person who delivers the items -and save everyone some time- by filling out 
the Donation Form ahead of time.   
 
Volunteers are needed to check in and load donations at Annual Conference in Green Bay anytime during our drop off 
hours: Friday, June 9th 10am-4pm and Saturday, June 10th 8am-2pm. Contact bonnieclement05@gmail.com to help. 

Our drop off site for any items is St. James UMC in Appleton. 

ANNUAL CONFERNCE IS JUNE 9-12 

The 2023 Annual 
Conference is sched-
uled for Friday, June 9
- Monday, June 12 at 
the KI Convention 
Center in Green Bay. . 
The theme is "“On 
Earth as it is in Heav-
en” – Engaging in 
Transformative Com-
munity Building.” . 

 

Registration is now 
open online at 
www.wisconsinumc.org
Register by April 3rd 
for the early bird rate of 
$160. Conference at-
tendance will be availa-
ble in-person and elec-
tronically. 

Pastor Ben and Mike 
Pfhaler will be attending 
on behalf of Emmanuel. 

https://wisconsin-email.brtapp.com/files/documents/enews/in-kind+donation+form+-+collection+sites+2023.pdf
mailto:bonnieclement05@gmail.com
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Soul Food: Women's History Month 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung   

 

March is an important month for women, marking it as Women’s History Month and celebrating International Wom-
en’s Day on March 8. These highlight the contributions of women to history and contemporary society as well as recog-
nizing the social, economic, cultural and political achievements of women. 
 
As Christian people, this is a wonderful opportunity for us to reflect and honor both the named (187!) and unnamed 
women of the Bible. These are the women who have deeply impacted our spiritual development by their courage, faith, 
hope, actions, and words. 
 
In the Old Testament, I reflect upon Queen Esther, whose story is about wisdom, courage, and the providence of God. 
Esther was an orphan raised by her uncle. She was chosen to be the Persian King’s new queen. With that, Esther and 
her cousin, Mordecai, find themselves in roles that could prevent the genocide of the Jewish people, her people.  Risk-
ing her life, she bravely confronts the king and thereby saves her people. When we need examples of bravery and cour-
age, we can look to Esther! (See the book of Esther for the complete story). 
 
In the New Testament, I am drawn to Luke 8:43-48, “Now there was a woman who had been suffering from hemor-
rhages for twelve years; and though she had spent all she had on physicians, no one could cure her. She came up behind 
Jesus and touched the fringe of his clothes, and immediately her hemorrhage stopped. Then Jesus asked, ‘Who touched 
me?’ When all denied it, Peter said, ‘Master, the crowds surround you and press in on you.’ But Jesus said, ‘Someone 
touched me; for I noticed that power had gone out from me.’ When the woman saw that she could not remain hidden, 
she came trembling; and falling down before him, she declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched 
him, and how she had been immediately healed. He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.’” 
 
Here is an unnamed woman who had been suffering for twelve years with an illness. This woman was uncurable, un-
touchable and an outcast. She was desperate for healing, wholeness, and connection. She knew that if she would just 
reach out to Jesus, she would be healed. What a testimony to the power of faith, relentless hope, and determination! 
Her healing is a reminder that everything is possible with Jesus. 
 
There are many women throughout the Bible who inspire us; teach us how to overcome adversity; and remind us to 
keep our focus on God. As we celebrate Women’s History month, let us keep in mind all the inspirational women from 
the Bible. 
 
Spirit of God, we thank you for this time to remember, celebrate, and honor the women of the Bible. May their stories build within us a 
deep connection to you. Amen. 

Peace, 

Hee-Soo Jung, Bishop 
Wisconsin Conference 



 

 

 

 

740 East College Avenue 
Appleton WI  54911 

 

Phone: 920-731-3288 
E-mail: emmanuelumc.appleton@gmail.com 
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