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EMMANUEL U NITED  METHODIST CHURCH  
W E  W ELCOME ! WE  W ORSHIP ! WE  W ITNESS ! 

T RUNK  OR T REAT IS O CTOBER 27TH ! 

Emmanuelõs 1st ever 
Trunk or Treat in 
2016 was a resound-
ing success!  We 
were visited by over 
300 people, hosted 
police and fire 
trucks, gave away all 
our candy and 
treats, and offered 

fun games for chil-
dren. It  has been a 
wonderful event 
ever since, helping 
us to meet new 
people in our com-
munity. We are 
planning the 2024 
Trunk or Treat 
again for the after-

noon of October 27th 
from 3pm-5pm.  Help 
will be needed to decorate 
cars and host as well as to 
make and serve food.  
Donations of candy or 
food for the day are wel-
come. There are sign-
sheets on the red bulletin 
board to decorate a trunk 

and support the event! 
Come join the fun Octo-
ber 27th! 

Praying for Election Neighborlinessð Bishop Dan Schwerin 

We are one people, one family, one house.óñJohn Lewis, Walking with the Wind 
  
On Oct. 5 we will be roughly one month away from the Nov. 5 national elections. As your bishop I ask you to pray for and live into election 
neighborliness. Let me explain. 
  
Matthew 22:37-39 reads, òõYou must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, and with all your mind.õ This is the 
first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'You must love your neighbor as yourself.õó 
  
In First Nations Version: An Indigenous Bible Translation of the New Testament, that same passage is rendered, ò'You must love the Great Spirit from 
deep within, with the strength of your arms, the thoughts of your mind, and the courage of your heart.õ This is the first and greatest instruc-
tion. The second is like the first, he added. 'You must love your fellow human beings in the same way you love yourselves.õó 
  
Notice that love is to be at the center of our life together. 
  
When I met with Muslim leadership in Chicago not long ago, we discussed what we could agree to work on together as children of Abra-
ham. Of the many things we affirmed, we committed to engendering neighborly interfaith relationships in our span of care. One request 
surprised me: Could we agree to conduct ourselves by telling the truth? Misinformation intimidates legitimate citizens from diverse people 
groups from going to the polls for fear of harassment. Spreading fear-filled falsehoods about particular people groups is a weapon not used 
by love-your-neighbor people.  
  
I pray that United Methodists in Northern Illinois and Wisconsin will encourage entrance into shared public spaces, and foster relationships 
of well-being. We have an opportunity to practice election neighborliness with our words and deeds. Paul Chilcote says ours is the choice 
between hostility and hospitality. I appreciate the words of John Lewis on this: òWe are one people, one family, one house.ó 
  
In the next month during your private and public worship prayer times, remember to pray for the election process. Please seek of God and 
offer your neighbor free and fair election behavior. Pray for a process not marred by malfeasance, and an acceptance of honestly established 
outcomesñespecially without resorting to violence. 
  
Know that I am praying for you, and I am grateful for your ministry. 
Peace, 
Dan Schwerin, Bishop 
Northern Illinois-Wisconsin Episcopal Area of The United Methodist Church 
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Nancy Huolihan, Marlene Peterson 
and Hazel were recognized for 
completing the Reading Program.    

Marlene Hansenõs name was read 
during the memorial service at dur-
ing the District Meeting.  

At our United Women in Faith 
Sunday, we gifted Pastor Ben with a 
Special Mission Recognition.   

Our Conference Annual Gathering 
will be held in Eau Claire on Octo-
ber 12th.  Please see Hazel for a reg-
istration form.       

In the front hallway, Wanda Gus-

tafson has posted the list of books 

for United Women in Faithõs 2025 

Reading Program. These books are 

suggested by our National United 

Women in Faithõs Reading Team 

members.  The categories are Edu-

cation for Mission, Leadership De-

velopment, Nurturing for Commu-

nity, Social Action, and Spiritual 

Growth.  You donõt need to be a 

member to check out the wide vari-

ety of books offered. Give it a try! 

Our annual Charge Con-
ference is Thursday, De-
cember 12th at 4 p.m. 
Emmanuel will again share 
its conference with St. 
James. Our District Su-
perintendent, Rev. Park 
Hunter, will preside in 
person. St. James will host 
the meeting at their 
church located at 100 W 
Capitol Dr. 

 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH NEWS 

Five of us completed six blankets 
for Project Linus on September 
17th.  We were recognized at our 
District meeting for this on Sep-
tember 21st  as our Local Mis-
sion Project.  To date, we have 
completed a total of ten blan-
kets.   

We are honored to have received 
a certificate for being a 5 Star 
Unit by donating to the five areas 
of undesignated giving. These 
areas are Special Mission Recog-
nition, Gift to Mission, Gift in 
Memory, Pledge to Mission, and 
World Thank. 

All members are invited 
to join us at the Charge 
Conference. We will 
celebrate what God has 
done for us this past year 
and look forward to the 
future. We hope you can 
join us for this important 
day in the life of our 
church! 

 

Charge Conference is Thursday, December 12th  

 

"ÁÒÂ !ÌÔ ÆÒÏÍ .ÅÅÎÁÈ &ÉÒÓÔ 5-# ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÏÕÒ 
"ÌÁÎËÅÔ $ÁÙ ÏÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧέÔÈȦ 
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 Just Hanging On 

October 2024 
Once upon a time, there was a man who saw that it was a beautiful day outside, so he decided to go for a walk. As he walked 
along through a local park, he looked at the leaves on the trees that were changing colors; he watched the children playing with 
glee; he looked at the beautiful blue sky that had a few clouds in it. As he was enjoying all of the lovely scenery, he forgot to 
look where he was walking and he fell off the edge of a cliff. While falling, he began to reach for anything that would stop his 
plummet towards demise, when his hands happened upon a tree root that was sticking out of the side of the cliff. He held on to 
that tree root with all of his might and yelled out to the top of the cliff, òHelp me! Is anyone out there?ó An anonymous voice 
from above replied, òYes, I am here. I am the Lord. Do you believe me?ó The man in desperation, called out, òYes Lord, I be-
lieve you. Please help me!ó The mysterious voice then instructed the man saying, òOkay, if you truly believe that I am the 
Lord, then let go of the root youõre hanging from and I will save you.ó After a brief pause to think about his options, the man 
looked upward and yelled, òIs anyone else up there?ó  

Many times in life, we can feel like the man hanging on for dear life with nothing below us but destruction. Our lives are over-
flowing with commitments, our families demand our time, and any number of challenges can push us to the edge of our own 
personal cliffs. During times of heavy demands and personal crisis we may wonder where God comes in as we struggle. These 
are times that often challenge our faith.  

In these times, it may be helpful to remember Jesusõ parting words to his disciples, as he addresses our doubts as well. He says, 
òAnd remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.ó (Matthew 28:20). We are promised that throughout our lives, 
in the hard and happy times, Christ will be with us. This doesnõt mean that he will solve all of our problems with the wave of a 
magic wand. What it does mean is that God will always be with us, weathering lifeõs storms with us, giving us strength to move 
forward in difficult times, and opening up opportunities for us when we need them. What is important for us to remember 
throughout our entire lives is that the Lord wants to be in relationship with us, and is always there waiting for us to turn to God 
in prayer.  

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Director of Programming & Campaigns, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

Bishopõs Day Apartð October 14th and 15th  

Stewardship Moment from Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

Bishop Schwerin is touring the Wisconsin Conference and has two dates to meet with Clergy and Laity this fall. 
Choose which day and location work best for you!  

Monday, October 14 at Hartford UMC 
738 W. Monroe Ave 
Hartford, WI 53027-2336 
 
Tuesday, October 15 at Eau Claire: Chapel Heights UMC 
300 E. Hamilton Ave 
Eau Claire, WI 54701-7269 
 
Clergy - 2:00 - 4:00 pm  
Laity - 6:00 - 8:00 pm  
 
Clergy Register Here: https://wisconsin -reg.brtapp.com/2024BishopsDayApart71 
 
Laity Register Here: https://wisconsin -reg.brtapp.com/2024BishopsLaityDayApart7171 
   

https://wisconsin-reg.brtapp.com/2024BishopsDayApart71
https://wisconsin-reg.brtapp.com/2024BishopsLaityDayApart7171
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2ÏÇÅÒ +ÅÒÓÔÎÅÒ ÓÕÐÅÒÖÉÓÅÓ 2ÙÁÎ +ÏÒÂ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 
ÔÈÅ ÌÏÕÎÇÅ ×ÏÒË ÏÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧΫÔÈȢ 

-ÁÎÙ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÈÁÎÄÓȦ *ÏÅ #ÏÅÎÅÎ ÒÅÍÏÖÅÓ ÐÁÎÅÌÉÎÇ ×ÈÉÌÅ $ÏÒÏÔÈÙ 
"ÅÒÎÁÒÄ ÉÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÁÔ ×ÏÒËȢ 7ÁÎÄÁ 'ÕÓÔÁÆÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÙÌÉÎ :ÙÌÓÔÒÁ 

ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ Á ÌÕÎÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÅ×Ȣ 

*ÕÌÉÁÎ -ÏÒÒÉÓ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÒÅÍÏÖÅÄ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
ÃÁÂÉÎÅÔÓ ÏÎ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÕÎÇÅ ×ÏÒË ÄÁÙȢ 

6ÅÒÎÏÎ (ÉÃËÓ ÒÅÍÏÖÅÓ ÐÁÎÅÌÉÎÇ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÕÎÇÅ 
×ÏÒËÄÁÙ ÏÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧΫÔÈȢ 

3ÃÏÔÔ -Ã+ÅÅ ÓÕÒÖÅÙÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒËÉÎÇ ÌÏÔ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
/ËÔÏÂÅÒÆÅÓÔ #ÁÒ 0ÁÒË ÏÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΨήÔÈ 

&5,,Ȧ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ "ÅÎ ÃÁÔÃÈÅÓ Á ÑÕÉÃË ÓÅÌǢÅ ×ÉÔÈ 
7ÅÓÌÅÙ ÁÎÄ /ÌÉÖÉÁ -Ã+ÅÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ /ËÔÏÂÅÒÆÅÓÔȢ 


