“Good Soil receives and

Good Soil Gives”

As I close my time with
you at Emmanuel, I de-
cided to revisit my very
first sermon with you

from July 13th, 2014.
It was pretty bad.

The scripture was Mat-
thew 13; the parable of
the sower. Jesus tellsa
parable to his followers
about seeds that fell on
rocky ground and could
not take root. Seeds that
fell among the thorns and
was choked. But the
seeds that fell among the
good soil brought forth
grain; some a hundred-
fold, some sixty, some

thirty.

This first sermon had a
refrain that I called the
congregation to join in
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together: “Good Soil re-
ceives and Good Soil
Gives.”

The idea I was attempting
to express was that in order
for us to be productive soil
for the sower, (Jesus), we
must be open to changes.
To receive rain. Nutrients.
Only then after we have
been changed by the love
and grace of Jesus Christ,
can we be “good soil;”
something that grows some-
thing back in return. “Good
Soil receives and Good
Soil Gives.”

Not my best work as I look
back, but the idea was
there. And I would say that
we have indeed become
“Good soil.” That together
we have listened to God’s
voice and done so much
here in 11 years of ministry.

Inspired by the grace shown

JAZzz WORSHIP IS SUNDAY JuLYy 20TH!

God gave Emmanuel
Church a beautiful front
lawn with lovely shade!

Our next Worship on the
lawn will be July 20th at 10
a.m. Folding Chairs will be
It has been a great spot provided, or bring your
to worship outside the favorite lawn chair!
past few years with some

wonderful music!

OUR SUMMER
SCHEDULE

to us in Jesus, we have

shared what God has given

us. “Good Soil receives

and Good Soil Gives.”

10:00 Worship

I'm reminded of a song

from my high school days E Y . 3 ¥
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that two friends of mine at
church would sing togehter;
you may know the song Love
Grows Here-

Yes love grows here

And all of us can share
The wonder and joy that it can bring

For God is near
Teaching us to care
And showing our hearts
How to sing

Yes love grows here
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Make outdoor wor-
ship a part of you
plans and invite
friends! See you on

July 20th!

Worsﬁiy on the Law
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JOIN THE FALL RELAXATION RETREAT AT PINE LAKE CAMP!

Join us for our 5th Annual Fall
Relaxation Retreat, the perfect
long weekend at beautiful Pine
Lake Camp. With over 400
acres to explore, we’ll learn
from God’s smallest creatures,
there is so much to learn from
the amazing world of insects!
We’ll also focus on self-care,
both physically, nutritionally,
and mentally. Candy Ruffolo
and Joni Shavlik will lead the
retreat again, along with a
certified massage therapist!

Favorites from past retreats like yoga, hikes,
meditation, tea time, water activities, Chris-
tian music, crafts, and a lovely prayer laby-
rinth will be brought back by popular de-
mand. Enjoy evening vespers at the camp-
fire, plenty of free time, a gorgeous retreat
center to stay in, meals cooked for you, and
a connection to God’s gift of relaxation given
there. Register online at:

Wiumcamps. campbrainre gistration.com

. N
fall relaxationretreat
sept. 4-7, 2025 at pine lake camp in westfield, wi
Metamorphosis - Take an interactive hike, learning how God’s

creation provides and sustains us.

Activities indude: Past favorites Iikez'ogu, hikes, meditation, tea
time, water activities, crafts. Lots of free time and campfires, at
agorgeous retreat center!

FOOD FOR THOUGHT IS ON THE MOVE! ]OIN us THIS SUMMER!

Julian Morris and his friend Logan Taylor
serve drinks at Dinner Church in June

God has been working in amaz-
ing ways this past year creating
relationships through our
Wednesday Night Dinner
Church Ministry. Typically our
ministry ends in May, so that

our amazing team at Emmanuel
can take a break for the summer.

We may have had our last meal for
the school year but not our friends
at St James! They will be continu-
ing the ministry once again this
summer with a meal on Wednes-
day evenings starting a few weeks
ago in June. Consider joining us
for dinner this summer at St.

James! Some of the most im-

portant ministry is being around

the table with someone in fellow-

ship. We Witness! Pastor Ben offers the

“Jesus Story” on June 18th.

SCRIP FOR YOUR SUMMER ADVENTURES!

Gas to get around. Groceries for
a quick meal to grill out. A run
to Target for a wedding gift.
Dinner at Culvers or Jimmy
Johns on the way home from

church.

You can do all of these things
AND contribute to Emmanuel
Church at the same time
through the SCRIP program.
Through the SCRIP program

you purchase a gift card (at

church for face value) to your Scrip table fol]owing worship every week

favorite retailer, gas station, and and would be happy to answer any ques-
grocery store. Use these gift tions you may have. Shop with Scrip and
cards in your daily doings as you give to Emmanuel Church!
normally would. Meanwhile,
these retailers are returning a

portion to Emmanuel!

We are grateful for all of the
work of Paul Sagers and his min-

istry through Scrip. Paul is at the . ]
Groceries, Gas, Shopping and more...


Wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com
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Rev. Don Kim has been appointed to serve as our new pastor effec-
tive July Ist. His first Sunday in worship will be July 13th. Please
be in prayerfor him and hisfamily during the transition.

Hello! Greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

I am Pastor Don, and I am honored to serve in ministry at St. James and
Emmanuel, and extension to Zion Korean. As a lifelong Methodist, I
have over thirty years of pastoral experience in cross-cultural and cross-
racial ministry in Wisconsin, Illinois, New Jersey, and New York. I was
also a faculty member at seminaries and colleges, fostering leadership
development for clergy and laity for evangelism and missions in the

community.

Rev. Dr. Don S. Kim, Ph.D.

My career within the United Methodist Church includes roles as a pas-
toral leader, influenced by my parents who served as lay missionaries in
South America for many years. I worked as a missionary before pursuing
seminary education focused on pastoral and teaching ministry, which
culminated in doctoral studies.

I grew up in Korea but have been living more years in the U.S. as an immigrant. I am passionate to the min-
istries of evangelism and missions through service in the community, embracing diversity and radical hospi-
tality toward others. Many people told me that I have a wonderful smile and cheering spirit, and I love to
engage in people and their faith by listening and caring. I always want to be a passionate, visionary, commit-
ted, and relational leader.

I am happily married to Heejung, who is a life-long musician teaching lessons and special music. We have
two children, one finishing high school and the other entering college. I love nature and gardening, reading
books, singing, and teaching,

As the co-chair of the Connectional Table and the Diversity Council as well as a member of Anti-Racism
Task Force of Wisconsin Annual Conference, engaged in cross-cultural trainings for racial justice and radical
inclusion, I have led the initiatives for development of resources to support the vision and objectives of the
Wisconsin Conference through teachings and engagement of other leaders in the Conference level.

[ look forward to working with you and advancing the kin-dom of God through fostering a “beloved commu-
nity” that we live out genuinely as disciples of Jesus Christ transforming our communities and the world as
we carry out the good news and teachings of Jesus Christ.

These are my favorite words: “God is Good All the Time! All the Time God is Good!”
John Wesley said, “The best of all is God with us.”

May God bless us to grow in faith and go deeper in the knowledge and love of Christ
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We had an amazing Jazz Worship on the Lawn Sun-
day June 22nd! Matt Buchman (piano) and Dave
Story (bass) joined Emmanuel music director Ryan
Korb in the Jazz Trio. We were also blessed by a
special guest appearance from Janet Planet!

. Vernon Hicks offered a wonderful special music
» with the Jazz Trio on June 22nd, “Come Sunday.”

Below: Marilyn Zylstra and Pastor Mark Geisthardt offer words of encouragement and thanks on
June 1st, as we celebrated Pastor Ben’s ordination together with St. James.
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STEWARDSHIP MOMENT FROM THE WISCONSIN UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION

“Go therefore and make disciples of

all nations . .

These final words of Jesus in the
Gospel of Matthew have long in-
spired the church to share the mes-

sage of faith with the world.

Over the years, I've heard many
suggestions on how we might do
this—some advocate for door-to-
door outreach, like Mormon mis-
sionaries; others prefer modern
marketing methods such as social
media campaigns. Still others say,
“We should focus on our own be-
fore reaching out.” Each of these
approaches has merit, but they also

raise a deeper question: How does

God truly touch people’s lives
today?

Henri Nouwen offers a helpful
perspective: “Often we think that
to witness means to speak up in
defense of God. This idea can
make us very self-conscious. We
wonder where and how we can
make God the topic of our con-
versations and how to convince
our families, friends, neighbors,
and colleagues of God’s presence
in their lives . . . (But) the way
God’s Spirit manifests itself most
convincingly is through its fruits:

‘love, joy, peace, patience, kind-

ness, goodness, trustfulness,
gentleness and self-control.’
These fruit speak for them-
selves. It is therefore, always
better to raise the question,
‘How can I grow in the Spirit?”
than the question ‘How can I
make others believe in the Spir-
it?””

In other words, the most pow-
erful witness we offer is not
through strategies or persua-
sion, but through the lives we
live. When we become a com-
munity that reflects God’s love,

forgiveness, and service, people

notice. In a world marked by
division and loneliness, being a
faithful, Spirit-filled church may
be the clearest way we share
Christ with the world

~ Rev. Jason Mahnke,

Wisconsin United Methodist
Foundation

Stewardship -,
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LAY LEADER THOUGHTS- JIM JUSTMAN

For hundreds of years faithful folk have said “Goodbye” to

“Goodbye”

loved ones and strangers alike.

We are saying: “God Be With You.”

As we say goodbye to Pastor Ben and his family we say with

all our love:

“God Be with You.”

As we welcome Pastor Don and his family we we say with all

our love:

“God Be With You.”

“May the Lord Bless and Keep Us in His Peace+”
(Numbers 6:24)

Lay Leader Jim Justman
offers the blessing for our

brunch on June 1st.
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